PROJECT  10073  RECORD 


1.  DATE  • TIME  CROUP 

4 June  49  O4/I615Z 


T 


2.  LOCATION 


Ginger  HiH,  Pennsylvania 


13.  SOURCE 

p 

I civilian 


10.  CONCLUSION 

AIRCRAFT 


4.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 


One 


5.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION  11.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


30  Second  s 

Is.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

I Ground-Visual 


7.  COURSE 

m to  SB 


B.  PHOTOS 


1 


Observer  saw  an  oval  and  very  thin  object  flying  at  a 45  degree 
tilt  while  in  his  automobile.  The  size  of  the  object  was  co.^;‘are 
able  to  the  wingspread  of  a 2-$ngine  plane,  Strai^t  and  lev«;l 

disappeared  behind  trees. 
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PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 
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FORM 
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UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 
THE  INSPECTOR  GENERAL 
OFFICE  OF  SPECIAL  INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


TITLE 

SU3J2CT 

Si^^htcd  at  Ar:;'>ro"ir.ubGly  IOI5 
Hoits  i;  Jun  1+9  vicinity  of 
BroTmcville  ?i3ad,  ?x»ute  o2. 
Aileron:’’  Co,  Pa 


CHARACTER 

3?7JIAL 


REFERENCE 

IJbne#  Tills  is  an  initial  reoort# 


SYNOPSIS 


FILE  HO. 


DATE 


—•-2 


2 fi 


REPORT  MADE  BY 


r-*R-  r T T ^ A*  nro 


REPORT  MADE  AT 


JO  .,0.  1612  3 C?;  i'=iT'n 


St.  ".a-’rir/oiu:'.'*.  j^a 


PERIOD 


lo  Jun  I'-O 


Investigation  requested  by  Cor.ur.anding  Officer,  Cheater  Pittsburgh  Airport, 
Coraopolis,  ?a,  l^«4i|MlhNH|fVpv^^'nief  ^nj^Liccr,  Pittsburgh  Coal  b'asher 
Co.,  reported  that  at  ■ro;dj;iately  IOI5  hours  i;  Jun  lj.9  on  Old  Provmsvillc 
Poad,  about  1-1/2  nilss  southeast  of  Ginger  Hill,  Pa.,  ho  sighted  an  objec 
oval  in  shape  and  very  thin  -.Titii  respect  to  its  diameter,  parallel 

to  Old  Brormsvllle  ^oad,  from  north?;est  to  southeast,  at  about  t*.7ice  tl^ 
speed  of  conventional  aircraft  and  at  an  altitute  of  approximately  !;,000 
feet.  I-I/2  miles  to  the  soutliTrast  of  Old  :8roTmsvllle  Koad.  Tl-'.e  object, 
in  sight  for  a,.proxinateli'‘  50  seconds,  made  no  sound,  u-as  highly  polished 
Tilth  no  evidence  of  any  projections,  lights,  exhaust,  or  vaporization, 
maintained  a straight  and  level  flight  until  obscured  IVom  vie'.T  by  trees 
along  the  road*  respected  by  his  neighbors  and  employer,  is  re- 

garded as  Tiell  educated,  level-headed  and  of  good  characterj  has  no  police 
record.  Vfeather  report  in  vicinity  at  time  object  nas  sighted  indicates 
ceiling  T^as  approcdinately  25OO  feet,  visibility  from  3 io  o miles  vrlth 
haze.  Allegheny  County  Airport  and  Greater  Pittsburgh  Airport  reported 
no  flight's  in  the  vicinity  at  that  time. 
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DETAILS: 


1*  Tills  investigation  vas  requested  hj  Co.':nianding  Crflcer,  Creator  Pittc- 
burgh  Miport,  Coroopolis,  ?a.,  vrfio  on  10  June  l?^i.9,  telephonicaily  a-ivised 
tlie^o baciunent  Commander,  5d  CSX  Distrirt  Dotachiient,  Coraonolis,  ?a,,  that 
'It.SHHHBMMKj  Chief  Engineer,  Pittsburg  Coal  Jasher  Co.^  /jnbridge,  ?a«, 
reported  that  at  a^-'rorcinately  1015  hours  i|  June  19^9  on  Old  r.romsvil3e  !‘oad, 
about  I-I/2  niles  soutlieast  of  Ginger  Hill,  ?a.,  he  sighted  an  object,  oval  in 
shape  and  very  thin  irith  respect  to  its  diameter  flowing  parallel  to  Old  Bro^•ns- 
ville  ?oad  il*om  northwest  to  southeast  at  an  altitude  of  ap  roximatcly  1:.,000 
feet. 


AT  Al-IBIgPOS^PA^ 


/ 


lir«  Chief  Engineer,  Pittsburgh  Coal  Vfasher  Co,  (residence 

f Avalon,  Pa.),  -was  intervie-.7ed  at  his  place  of  cwiploynent  on  15  d'J-ho 
tated  that  on  4 June  19i^  at  IOI5  hours  EDST,  vrfiile  enroute  to  Center- 


he  v.*as 


vi]le  Boro,  V/ashington  Co.,  ?a.,  accompanied  by  his  brother, 
proceeding  in  a soutiiemly  direction  on  tlie  Old  Brcrmisvi3.1e  Ttoad,  app mxijnat ely 
I-I/2  niles  southeast  of  Ginger  Hill,  Pa,,  T.*hen  he  first  saw  vdiat  he  thought  v.us 
an  airplane.  Upon  glancing  at  the  object  again  it  appeared  to  bo  vei^/  thin  in 
respect  to  its  dianeter  and  traveling  at  least  twice  tlie  speed  of  an  ordinary 
aircraft.  He  described  the  object  as  flying  parallel  to  the  road  on  rhidi  lie 
was  traveling,  at  aproj^ipately  4>000  feet  and  1-1/2  miles  to  the  right  of  Old 
1 Biovmsvllle  Itoad.JHid^fiLrther  stated  tJie  object  tilted  approximately  !|.>®  and  he 
j noted  that  it  was  oval  in  shape  and  appeared  to  be  highly  polished,  similar  to 
V ' highly  polished  aluninum.  ^jjlpiTOvised  that  the  object  did  not  maneuver  in  any 
^ way  and  there  was  no  ap^raren^  evidence  of  exhaust  or  vaporization,  ihe  object 

a appeared  to  be  clean  in  its  oval  sh^^^ndthere  was  no  evidence  of  lights  or 

^ projectidas.  It  made  no  sound.  lir.^BBP^tated  that  the  thicbiess  of  tlie  object 
in  relation  to  diameter  at  thickest  was  approximately  ten  nercent  (IC^O  and 

tlie  diameter  was  comparable  to  the  wing  spread  of  a two-engine  aircraft.  The 
object  ^vas  flying  in  straight  and  level  flight,  approjdnately  trdce  the  speed  of 
i conventional  aircraft,  and  was  in  lineof  sight  for  ap  roximately  thirty  (3d) 
seconds.  The  object,  according  to4(|j||f*'g^ost  from  sight  Trtien  trees  along 
I the  road  obscured  the  view.  According  brother,  \iho  resides  at 

3S0  Jefferson  Drive,  Ut  Lebanon,  Pa,,  andj^s  a passenger  in  the  automobile  at 
the  time  did  not  see  the  object.  L2r.J|^|MP^advlsed  he  has  been  Cliief  Engineer 
for  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  V/asher  Co.  for  the  past  thirty-oight  (3S)  years  and  has 
been  interested,  to  a limited  extent -in  aviation*  His  chief  hobby  is  his  work 
whl^  Is  engineering  and  drafting • stated  his  ability  to  distinguish  colors, 

speed  of  objects  and  distances  is  a result  of  his  everyday  work  requiring  such 
knowledge. 


3*  Pittsburgh  Coal 

viewed  en  15  June  l9i|9  iii  Ms  office  and  advised  tha 
ployed  by  the  Company  for  the  past  thirty-eight  (pS)  years  ^'d  is  a 
trusted  employee.  He  knew  of  no  derogatory  information  concerning 


was  inter- 
s been  em- 
cted  and 


DNCLASSIFIFP 


unclassified 


File  Ifo.  2k-2y 


AT  AVAIX):L  ?a 


1|.  On  15  Juno  191^9,  1015  Jackman  Ave,  vras  intervxev.'sd  and 

describedJBBli^s  a man  about  65-70  years  cld,  resnectcd  in  the  neighborhood, 
seemed  to  be  vrell  education  and  level-headed  and  vvho  is  employed  by  the  Pitts- 
burgh Coal  "'asher  Co*,  Ambrj^e,  ?a,  Ilr^Wl^stated  he  has  never  lioard  anjrthing 
deiosatorj'*  00 nccrnin^^jH^^ character  or  habits, 

5*  On  15  JTJne  I9^9j  ^ check  vras  made  of  the  records  of  the  Avalon.  Pa, 
Police  Department  with  negative  res\ilts  concern: 


AT  C0?J\0PCLIS,  PA, 

6,  On  15  J^une  19^+9  a check  at  the  Greater  Pittsburgh  Airport,*  c^isclosed 
the  weather  report  of  O930  EST  Ij.  June  I9h9»  as  furnished  by  the  ileather  Section, 
Greater  Pittsburgh  Aiiport  was  as  follows:  Greater  Pittsburg  estimated  ceiliJig 

2500  thin  broken;  visibility  5 miles  with  haze;  temperature  7^®;  dew  point  5-4} 
TTinds  7?est  at  11  knots;  altimeter  50*53s  Liorgantown,  '7,  estimate  ceiling 

2500  feet,  thin  scattered  clouds;  visibility  5 '^iles  vrith  haze;  t9mpcrature74® 
dew  point  52;  winds  calm;  altimeter,  30*57» 

4 

7*  On  15  June  l9i;9  ^ check  was  made  at  Operations  Section,  Greater  Pitts- 
burgh Airport,  and  revealed  that  no  aircraft  was  reported  in  vicinity  of  Old 
Brownsville  ?oad,  near  Ginger  Hill,  Pa,,  during  the  morning  of  i;  June  19i;9* 


S,  A check  was  made  at  tiie  Allegheny  County  Municipal  7iirport  disclosed 
Treather  reports  for  1;  June  I9t9»  furnished  by  U,  S,  Vfeather  Bureau  were  as 

f OllOlTS  t 


0903  reading  (SST)  - Ceiling  2,500,  thin  scattered;  visibility  5 miles 
with  smoke;  wind  north-west.  10  miles  per  hour, 

092s  reading  (SST)  - Ceiling  2,5^,  thin  scattered;  visibility  6 miles 
with  smoke;  wind  north-north-west,  7 miles  per  hour,  sea  level  pressure-196; 
temperature  73®>  lew  point,  5I5  altimeter  setting,  013# 

9,  On  15  June  I9it9  Ih:,  MILTON  BAI^LOTT,  meterologist,  in  charge  of  the  U,  S, 
Weather  Bureau,  advised  that  there  were  no  weather  ballons  aloft  during  tliis 
period  of  time,  4 June  1949» 

10,  l!r,  DAVID  R,  AEBITHLE,  Senior  Airport  Traffic  Control  Operator,  Allegheny 
County  Municipal  Aiiport,  advised  I5  June  1‘49*  that  he  had  no  flights  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Old  Brownsville  Hoad,  near  Ginger  Hill,  Pa,,  for  this  period  qf 
time  on  4 June  1949* 
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SUBJECT: 


FEOJi'CT  GHUDCS 
SFSCIiL  I-.XJJIiTf 


iOi  Coimp.andiug  General 

Air  i.ateriol  Coririind 
ViriGht -Patters on  Air  Fcroo  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 
ATT!-::  j-CIA^ 


1*  The  inolosed  report  of  invoatigation  by  Special  A^;;ent  JOSlJPIi 
J.  PASTOR,  DO  7)^3,  dated  26  July  19k'y»  is  for’.mrded  for  your  infoinaticn 
and  file* 

% 

2.  This  invostication  v/as  not  requested  by  this  offioe,  and  no 
investigative  action  concerning  subject  incident  is  bein^  conducted  by 
tliis  District, 


o ' 


f 


DNCUASS'FIEP 


Dated 

No.  Incls 


7/28/49 


• US^ENSC  DATE  CSTABUSHCO  BY  ilNITIALS'  DATE 
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Ane  roM  HO.  lO't 

'10  MOV  47i 


inciD^::iT  uo. 
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4 Juse  19^9 


1015  EDST 


1.  Date  of  Observation 

4 

2- . Exact  Tine  (local) 

3.  Place  of  Observation 
I4.,  position  of  observer 


5,  ’.Yhat  attracted  attention  to  object. 


Date  of  Intervic.T 


15  June  I9U9 


1 1/2  Lliles  SK  din-.-er  Hill,  Pa. 
Ground  in  auto 


6.  llumbor  of  objects 


7.  Apparent  size 
S,  Color  of  object 
9.  Shape 
10.  Altitude 


Comparable  to  wingspread 
10^  of  dla. 

Aluainua 


of  2»enr3iii0  plane,  thictmass 


Ovul  and  very  thin  flying  at  a h5^  tilt 


iiOOO 


11.  Direction  fron  observer 

12.  Distance  fron  observer 


1 1/2  Ulles 


13.  Direction  of  flight  of  object(s) 


hVf  to  SE 


14.  Tine  in  sight 

15.  ^eed 

16.  Sound  and  odor 

17.  Trail 

IS.  Luninosity 

19.  Projections 

20.  Maneuvers 


21.  Manner 


30  Seconds 

Tv/ioe  speed  of  oonventioral  a/o 
Ho  Bound 


None 


highly  polished 


None 


Straight  and  level  flight 

Disappeared  behind  trees 


22.  Effect  on  Clouds 

25.  Additional  Infomation  Concerning  Object- 

— ,,.4,4 2500*  O.illns,  3-6  mil< 


(over) 


/V 


4 


Incident 


396 


l?ano  and  address  of  observerj 


a,  vvalurif  Pa* 


Occupation  and  hobbies: 


Chief  £s(;r*^  Plttobur.’h  Coal  /.ushar  Co* 


Coniments  of  Interrogator  relative  to  intelligence  axid  character  of  observor(s): 

?{ell  eduoatedf  Zovel*headed,  and  of  good  oharaoter. 


iTAnRAr 


Chief  Lnglneer^  Pittaburgh  Coal  Y.’aeher  Co.,  (residence 
_ valon.  Pa'.),  was  intorviowed  at  hio  place  of  eaployment  on  1^  June  19^9  anti  stated 
that  on  4 June  1S^9  101^  houre  £DST,  while  enroute  to  Centerville  Boro,  ^.ashirgton  Co*, 

Pa*,  acoonpanied  by  his  brother , tie  was  proceeding  in  a southernly  direc- 
tion on  the  Old  Brownsville  Road,  approxioately  l-l/s  ciiles  southeast  of  Jlnger  i:ili.  Pa*, 
when  he  first  saw  what  he  thought  v/as  an  airplane*  Upon  glancing  at  the  object  again 
it  appeared  to  be  very  thinln  respoot  to  its  dlaueter  and  traveling  at  least  twloo  the 
speed  of  an  ordinary  aircraft*  iio  desoribed  the  object  as  flying  parallel  to  the  road 
on  which  he  was  travollrg^^^approximately  U,000  feet  and  l-l/s  Miles  to  the  rij;ht  of 
Old  Drownavllla  Road*  ^Hf^^rarther  stated  the  object  tilted  approxiiaately  and  he 
noted  that  it  was  oval  in  shape  and  appeared  to  be  highly  poliahed,  siailar  to  highly 
polished  aluminum*  iMUtf^^dvlsed  that  the  object  did  not  maneuver  in  any  way  and  there 
was  no  apparent  evidenoe  of  exhaust  or  vaporisation*  The  object  appeared  to  be  clean 
In  its  oval  shape  ana  there  was  no  evidenoe  of  lights  or  projeotiona*  ^t  made  no  sound* 
U%0p0MP*itated  that  the  thiokness  of  the  object  in  rolutlon  to  diameter  at  thickest 
point  was  approximately  ten  percent  (10^)  and  the  dlaaoter  was  oomparable  to  the  wing 
spread  of  a two-engine  aircraft*  The  object  was  flying  in  straight  and  level  flight, 
approximately  twice  the  spaed  of  oonventional  aircraft,  and  was  in  line  of  slight  for 
approximately  thirty  (30)  seconds*  The  objoot,  according  was  lost  from 

sight  when  trees  along  the  road  obsoured  thu  view*  nocordin^  t^|fpiWP|r'hli  brother, 
who  resides  at  3^  Jefferson  Drive,  Lobanon^Pa^^ana  was  a passenger  In  the  automo- 
bile at  the  time  did  not  see  the  object*  Uiig^fli^^dvleed  he  has  been  Chief  Engineer 
for  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  t.usher  Co*  for  the  past  thirty-eight  (3t»)  years  and  has  been 
interested,  to  a limited  extent^in  aviation*  His  chief  hobby  is  his  work  whioh  is 
engineering  and  drafting*  -^^I^Ktated  his  ability  to  distinguish  colors,  speed  of 
objects  and  distances  is  a result  of  his  everyday  work  requiring  such  knowledge* 


I 


